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CHAP.XXVL Bhurtpore, and argued that such interference was
not called for by the treaty, nor had ever been
practically exercised, except in acknowledging, when
invited, the lawful successor to the raj.    To this
extent he was desirous of limiting the interference
of the British government, more especially with re-
ference to the probability that a contrary course
might involve the necessity of undertaking the siege
of the fortress of Bhurtpore,   " I am not aware,"
he observed, "that the existence of that fortress has
occasioned to us the slightest inconvenience during
the last twenty years."    His lordship was opposed
to making any overtures to Doorjxm Saul, as, if
they should be rejected, the issue would be that
the British government liad exposed itself imneces*
sarily to slight; and if they should bo accepted, the
British government would be bound to support
Doorjun Saul against his brother, and to attack
Madhoo Singh in the fortress of Deog.   The safety
of the young Rajah, his lordship thought, was most
likely to be secured by abstaining from interference,
He thought the life of the prince important to
Doorjun Saul, under the circumstances that existed;
he apprehended that interference might have the
effect of uniting the brothers, and causing the sacri*
fice of the Rajah.   The occurrence of danger to the
Company's territories his lordship admitted to be
a cause for interference, but acts of aggression from
either party he regarded as unlikely,    He assented
to the propriety of assembling a force at Muttra, as
recommended by the Commander-in-chief, but ex*